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The Endangered Wildlife Species Protection

-Projects-of the Kanto-Regional Environment Office-

Crested Ibis

(Nipponia nippon)
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Tokyo Bitterling were once widely distributed throughout the Kanto
Region, but as their habitat environment has been degraded, the
population drastically decreased. At present, they live only in a limited
area of the Kanto Region. We are actively involved in conservation
management such as the repair of habitat canals, grass cutting, patrols
to prevent illegal fishing, survival situation surveys and preservation of
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genetic resources.
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Short-tailed Albatross

(Diomedea albatrus)
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Crested Ibis has been found in across Japan, but since the 19th century, the
number has decreased due to overexploitation. In the next century, numbers
decreased further due to the habitat degradation, and in 1981, the last 5 remaining
birds were captured in the Sado Island (Niigata Prefecture) for protection resulting
in the extinction of the birds in the wild in Japan. Later, attempts at artificial
breeding continued in captivity, and the first successful ibis chick hatched from a
pair of ibis inherited from China in 1999. Since then, the population has increased
well, and about 170 ibis are currently being in bred. In September, 2008, 10 ibis
were released into the wild, and the skies of Sado were once again graced by the
appearance of the Crested Ibis. Taking by the opportunity of releasing the ibis into
the wild, regional management based on biodiversity has progressed in Sado, and
the Crested Ibis has become a symbol of living in harmony with nature.

Tokyo Bitterling

( Tanakia tanago)

Millions of Short-tailed Albatross had been
exploited in the past for feathers and down, and
once they were consideredthought to be extinct.
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only two breeding sites of Short-tailed Albatross in
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catastrophic damage by an eruption. For this reason,
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vocalization playback unit.
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On the Ogasawara Islands
(Tokyo), oceanic islands, there
live many indigenous species that
have achieved unique evolution.
But many of these indigenous
species were drastically reduced
due to the impacts by alien
invasive species that were
brought in by humans. Especially
for endangered wild fauna and
flora, depending on the situation
of each species, we are removing
and keeping away alien species,
patrolling to prevent illegal
taking, surveying the population
and habitat situation and
preserving of their genetic
resources.
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Callianthemum hondoense
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We are working on the following projects based on the Act on Conservation of Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora.

The Endangered Wild Fauna and Flora of The Ogasawara Islands
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Kitadakeso™' survive only in the Mount Kitadake
(Yamanashi Prefecture), and Atsumoriso*2 and
Hoteiatsumori*s grow from the upper montane zone to
sub-alpine zone. All of them are losing their population
because they are the targets of illegal digging by traders
and collectors and the victims of trampling by hikers and
climbers. Also, eaten by Japanese deer and other animals,
they are now at the brink of extinction.

We are patrolling to prevent illegal takings, setting fences
to keep people and /or deer out of their habitats and
surveying their growth situations.
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*1  Callianthemum hondoense *2 Cypripedium macranthum var. speciosum
*3 Cypripedium macranthum var. macranthum
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