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Certified Non-profit Organization for Nature Conservation and History Transmission of Shishitsuka Satoyama
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The Shishitsuka-Oike pond

Trust for the Woods of the Goshawk

Saitama Prefecture
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Flatland Woods in Santomi region

Grey-faced Buzzard ( Butastur indicus ) etc.

Northern Goshawk (Accipiter gentilis fujiyamae) etc.
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In Satoyama (traditional rural community
and landscape living in harmony with
nature) surrounding the Shishitsuka-Oike
pond, citizen’s groups have been
leading conservation activities for many
years based on detailed surveys and
collected data. Conservation activities are
continuing with broad-based support
from citizens, landowners, administrators
and researchers.
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Show the value of Satoyama
from both sides of nature and history/culture

The Northern Goshawk and its habitat,
flatland woods in western Saitama
Prefecture, are protected by citizens’
land trust activities and natural
restoration projects in the trust lands.
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The Satoyama of Shishitsuka is Historical flatland woods that nurture Northern Goshawks
a model of Satoyama conservation activities based on surveys are disappearing
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Land acquisition and the recovery of nature by citizens
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In Shishitsuka, Tsuchiura City, Ibaraki Prefecture,
approximately 100 ha of Satoyama landscape surrounds the
Shishitsuka-Oike pond, providing survival requisites for the
Grey-faced Buzzard such as cedar woods for nesting,
feeding grounds of rice-paddies, fields and grasslands.
Since its beginning in 1989, Certified Non - profit
Organization for Nature Conservation and History
Transmission of Shishitsuka Satoyama has been actively
conserving precious Satoyama environment that were
disappearing one after another in the suburbs of the
Metropolitan region, and trying to leave them to children as
our legacy. Concretely, its members continued to survey the
natural environment with experts and students from local
universities and research institutions, always referring to
the results in its activities. Also, regarding life styles in old
Satoyama, its members interviewed local people and
collected information and clearly described the cultural
background of the Satoyama environment.
Based on the results of these researches,
the Association thinks about the future
sustainability of Satoyama, referring to
them on its conservation works, and
continues its activities.
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Grey-faced Buzzard as the top of the food chain needs to have a rich

nature with prey species such as frogs, snakes, moles and grasshoppers.
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As a result of these activities, the Satoyama of
Shishitsuka’s value has been widely known among citizens,
landowners, administrators, and researchers. Also, research
data on the local fauna, flora, history, culture, etc. was
collected over many years and conservation activities
based on the research results are drawing attention from
groups engaging in Satoyama conservation nationwide.
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A variety of stake holders such as school children in local, students from

the universities and specialty schools in the Metropolitan region and
also corporations that are active in social contribution are participating
in the conservation activities.

(D http://www.kasumigaura.net/ooike/
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The flatland woods in Santomi region that spread through
the western part of Saitama Prefecture are the places
where traditional sustainable farming was managed over
350 years, enabling the woods to nurture a variety of
wildlife including the Northern Goshawk. But as
urbanization rapidly expanded and inheritance taxes kept
going up, increasingly farmers had to give up their forested
areas and the woods were gradually converted to solid
waste dumping areas and material storage facilities.

Local citizens started ‘Trust for the Woods of the
Goshawk ~ to protect these flatland woods by raising funds
to buy up or lease the lands.
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For Northern Goshawks to survive, a vast area of nature is necessary in
which sufficient prey species can live.
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The trust, in addition to the fund raising activities, participates
in the volunteer activities such as cutting the undergrowth,
charcoal production, and sells charcoal, mushrooms, etc., more
than 150 times a year to build up its funds. So far, the fund
bought total approximately 1ha of lands and leased about 7.6
ha of woods. One of them, ‘ Restoration Area for Woods
(0.7ha), had been converted to storage area by clear-cutting
the woods, was recently acquired by the trust for about
US$300,000 and now being restored as woodland.

Thus, the flatland woods in this vast Musashino plateau region
and the Goshawk continue to survive by citizens  strong will
and efforts to protect them.
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Children helping restoring nature in ‘Restoration Area for Woods'.
Itis also used for environmental education.
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