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Hokuso Satoyama Club
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Hokuso region: (Inzai City, Shiroi City) A coastal area of the bay of Tokyo,

Bureau of Sewerage Tokyo Metropolitan

govemment Morigasaki Water Reclamation
enter

Grey-faced Buzzard (Butastur indicus ) ,

Northern Goshawk (Accipiter gentilis fujivamae ), etc. Little Tern ( Sterna albifrons sinensis)
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Several Non-Profit Organizations active
in Hokuso region formed a coalition
and by citizens own power, activities
are implemented to achieve ‘a town
surrounded with Satoyama (traditional
rural community and landscape living
in harmony with nature)” .

Little Terns fly over to Japan for
breeding from the areas of Australia
and New Zealand. On the roof of the
water reclamation facility of the
Metropolis of Tokyo, about 6 ha of
artificial breeding habitat area was
reconstructed for them, making it an
important place to protect the
connection of living things on a global
scale.
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Aiming at a town surrounded with Satoyama by citizens’ power
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Partnership between citizens group and the administration
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A roof where Little Terns barely survived
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The breeding habitat maintained by volunteers
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Since 1960s, in Satoyama in Hokuso region in Chiba
Prefecture, a large scale housing development was planned
and huge land area was purchased. But the plan was
changed during development cutting back the scale,
leaving many lands where development was stopped. Later,
these lands turned out to be a growth and survival habitat
area for local threatened flora and fauna.

Seizing this opportunity, citizens groups that were locally
active with nature conservation and enjoyment got together
aiming at conservation and restoration of ‘A Town
Surrounded with Satoyama’, a traditional character of
Hokuso region. Under the coalition, we are surveying the
areas that are not properly
managed as important

nature and Satoyamas of
Hokuso region, and are
making concrete conservation
plans and presenting
recommendations to the
administration.
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At the present time, 17 organizations are participating in
the Hokuso Satoyama Club. Since 2006, in addition to daily
activities, with cooperation from the Prefecture government
and city administration, we are holding Hokuso town
meetings, Hokuso-Satoyama Fiesta, Hokuso-Satoyama
Conferences, etc. Also, we are compiling the concepts of an
ideal Satoyama and conservation and utilization
methodology for it, mainly aiming at Yata/Muzai district
where has rich nature and represents of Hokuso region.
Using the activities in this district as a model, our objective
is to achieve a sustainable town where people and nature in
the future can co-exist throughout the Hokuso region.
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after they lost natural habitats
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Little Terns sometimes breed in groups of up to 1,000 birds
during the breeding season between May and August on the
sandy beaches, dry riverbeds and sandbars. But in recent
years, their natural breeding habitats have been decreased
due to the lack of supply of sand because of dams built in
the upstream areas and the basin-wide economic
development, as well as the beaches being filled up or
covered with concrete or asphalt. Thus their survival was
threatened to the point of extinction in Japan.

In 2001, a small group of Little Terns was discovered
breeding on the roof of the Morigasaki Water Reclamation
Center, after they had been chased away from their natural
breeding areas. As a result of discussion among citizens,
researchers, Bureau of Sewerage Tokyo Metropolitan
Government-the manager of the facility and Ota City, the
world’s first artificial rooftops breeding site was

constructed.
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Different from a natural habitat, an artificial breeding site
needs various kinds of management to maintain a proper
environment for Little Terns to raise their chicks. Many
volunteers like citizens, administrators, researchers, and
students are giving their ideas and sweat for study on
solutions and hands-on work. Up to now, more than 3,300
chicks were born here.

In order to protect the connection of living things on a
global scale, we should realize the necessity of protecting
and restoring an environment such as dry gravel riverbeds
that are not usually considered as a habitat for a living
thing.
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In an artificial breeding site, it is necessary to adopt measures such as
grass removal from the gravel site or setting up shelters to protect chicks
from crows.
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We held meetings such as this Hokuso-Satoyama Fiesta to appeal citizens
on how important it was to revitalize towns effectively utilizing Satoyama.
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Grey-faced Buzzard, top of the food chain in this region.

This place is now covered with gravel, but not long ago, it was covered
with bare concrete and Little Terns’ eggs would easily be rolled around
and cracked by wind.
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