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Association To Think About Okegaya-numa Shizuoka Prefecture
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Japan Alpine-Flora Preservation Association Yamanashi Prefecture
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Surrounding areas of Okegayanuma
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Mountain regions Nationwide

Bekkotombo (Libellula angelina) {dragonfly} Alpine-flora in general.

Especially as a symbolic species, Kitadakeso
( Callianthemum hondoense) {Herbaceous plant}
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The Japan South Alps is a most
remarkable treasure house for
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The Okegayanuma Marsh is known as a
famous habitat of the Bekkotombo
{dragonfly} .Many citizens recognize
it as a local treasure that nurtures the

alpine-flora in Japan. But wildflower
fields on top of the mountains are
trampled on, dug and stolen by
climbers and hikers, in addition to the

dragonfly. And it is protected. damages by exploding deer
population, and these plants are now

in a critical situation.
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Hometown building o ect the home of Bekkotombo
with the symbol of japan’s No.1 dragonfly habitat by mobilizing the whole city
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Let’s spread the circle of protection for the alpine-flora Think about the balance of the ecosystem through alpine-flora
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Bekkotombo used to live widely in farm ponds in plains
along the coast, mainly in the Honshu (the main island). But
as their habitats were filled up or the water became
polluted, the population plummeted. Okegayanuma Marsh is
one of the remaining threatened and stable habitats for the
dragonfly thanks to the fact that there is no human
pollution source such as sewer discharges into the marsh.

But the lands surrounding the marsh are privately owned
and there were always the risk of development and being
filled up or to become a site for gravel mining. Association
To Think About Okegaya-numa has been active in various
ways, appealing to the land owners and citizens to use
‘Japan’s No.1 Dragonfly Habitat-Okegayanuma’ as a
symbol to revitalize the local economy.
And Shizuoka Prefecture acquired
44ha of lands surrounding the marsh to
be public lands, proving an effective
partnership between NGOs and a
government agency.
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At present, Association To Think About Okegaya-numa is
developing many activities working with citizens such as
surveys on Bekkotombo and extermination of alien species
like the Red Swamp Crayfish, assistance to surveys and
research by high school students, creating a research
facility working with the prefecture government. In the City
of Iwata where Okegayanuma is located, over 70% of the
citizens recognize the city as ‘City of Dragonfly’. As such,
the dragonfly has become the symbol of the local area.
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A mountain climbing boom started in 1970s with many
people visiting the Japan South Alps. The legal system for
the protection of alpine-flora in those days was quite
insufficient, accordingly, thoughtless people and traders
willfully stole and sold the precious plants, and many of
the alpine—flora species were driven to the brink of
extinction.Because of this serious situation, Yamanashi
Prefecture, in 1986, ahead of the Nation, established a
regulation to prohibit the taking, giving and or distribution
of the alpine-flora.

This prompted many volunteers throughout the nation to set
up Japan Alpine-Flora Preservation Association. The
members of Association
lobbied for the similar regulations
in Nagano Prefecture, Shizuoka
Prefecture and other mountain
Prefectures. Alpine-flora loving
volunteers have been patrolling
in many mountains to prevent
illegal takings.
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In recent years, we are witnessing a population explosion of
deer. Damage by voracious deer, together with illegal
takings, is the most serious threat to the alpine-flora.
Effective prevention methods at this time are to surround a
large patch of plant community with fences and/or reduce
or exterminate deer. In order to solve this problem, we must
not only work closely with the administration but also think
about how to balance the ecosystem and to prevent global
warming.
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Bekkotombo. In recent years, the Red Swamp Crayfish population increased

dramatically, impacting dragonfly larvae and damaging aquatic grasses.

Possible solutions are under research.

Population survey is going on for more than 20 years. Steady research and
measures to prevent the extinction of the dragonfly continue to be
examined.

Kitadakeso that lives only in Kitadake, the Northern Mountain, of the
Japan South Alps. They start blooming as soon as snow starts to melt
during the rainy season at an elevation of 3,000m.

Protecting the precious alpine-flora from deer by surrounding a
community with fences.
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