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A Gathering to Love the Akagihime Butterfly
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Association for Arakawa Nature Conservation, Association for Nature Enhancement-Arakawa, Egawa, etc. Saitama Prefecture Gunma Prefecture
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Mount Akagi, Northern Mount Akagi
region ( Shibukawa City)

Takonoashi ( Penthorum chinense ) ,
Nourushi ( Euphorbia adenochlora ) ,
Ekisaizeri (Apodicarpum ikenoi) , etc.
{All Herbaceous plants}

Himegifucho (Luehdorfia puziloi inexpecta) {Butterfly}
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Administrators, citizens and scholars . . . :
Himegifucho now survives only in the

Mount Akagi in Kanto region. A
citizen’s group has been making
steady efforts to protect this lovely
butterfly.

are all working together to rearrange
wetlands of the Arakawa River into
biotope habitats, whose environment
has been badly degraded by garbage
dumping and other disturbing
activities.

The restoration of Mitsumata-numa Marsh
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A model site of conservation management
in the mid stream area of the Arakawa River
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To protect Himegifucho at the brink of extinction
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To protect Himegifucho is to protect its habitat
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The Mitsumata-numa Marsh area used to be widely covered
with wetlands and reeds, but because of illegal dumping
and other disturbing activities, its environment has been
rapidly degraded. Citizens who were concerned about the
impact to nature had made a recommendation, and
government bought up 13ha of land in 2001, and restored it
into a biotope. The administrators, scientists and citizen’
groups are cooperating to make a ‘Conservation
Management Plan’. We all share the common conservation
goal and are participating in the conservation activities.
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Presently, seven local citizen’s groups are taking the initiative and
implementing environmental management and environmental education.

NPO EA TRNIDBA%ZFSSE Association for Arakawa Nature Conservation

(I http://arakawa.main.jp/
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The administrators, scientists, citizen's organizations are
participating in a ‘Conservation Meeting’ held once every
few months; meetings are based on the ‘Conservation
Management Plan. We discuss about working policies,
working contents and allotment of the works. We are
practicing daily activities such as removing alien plants to
protect threatened species, controlling thick bamboos in the
woods, cutting reed to expose threatened species to sunlight
when their buds are sprouting out in springtime.

As the results of these activities, in the Mitsumata-numa
Marsh, the local environment with threatened species is
sustainably conserved, and is playing an important roll in
the precious gene-bank of the Arakawa River basin. In
addition, our activities here are referred to as a model of
conservation management in a natural recovery program in
the mid stream areas of the Arakawa River now being
discussed by the national government.

/DI DEEER, TRETEHODIE LG SHFEVESOEELE=2 Y

JREERBL. WISZFELEOTVET,

A community of Nourushi plants. Citizens and administration are sharing
the work of managing, monitoring and surveying the threatened species.
They are discussing the policies and measures.

NPO EA TNV X% A F ¥ =%l < iTNI Association for Nature Enhancement-Arakawa, Egawa

(ID http://www7b.biglobe.ne.jp/~enhance/
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Himegifucho, sometimes called ‘The Goddess of Spring’,
is a survivor from the last glacial period and admired by
many butterfly lovers. In Kanto region, they only live in the
city of Shibukawa. So the area is a very precious habitat
for them. But because of its popularity and rarity, they
have been excessively hunted. In addition, people even took
away eggs and their feeding grasses. As a result, it was
once considered that this butterfly was completely wiped
out from the Mount Akagi region. But fortunately, a small
number of butterflies were discovered and immediately
designated by the prefectural government as a natural
monument. A NGO called ‘A Gathering to Love the
Akagihime Butterfly’ was organized
and started surveying the area to
collect data on the species,
protecting eggs and caterpillars
from the natural enemies by
spreading nets over them, as well as
patrolling the area to prevent the
illegal hunting.
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Ph
ot A Himegifucho sucking honey from a Dogtooth Violet flower .
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Another very important factor in protecting the butterfly is
to restore and maintain deciduous broad leaf forests that
are the natural habitat for the species. Many forests along
the foothills of the Mount Akagi are now converted to
farmlands and artificial tree plantations. Citizens are trying
to restore those deciduous natural forests to reintroduce
Himegifucho, working with local school children to raise
seedlings from acorns and later plant them in the fields,
and PTAs are helping managing the habitat by cutting the
undergrowth. Also, the City of Shibukawa, with advice from
the Gunma Prefecture government, is establishing a
Protection and Management Plan for the butterfly. We are
all looking forward to a comprehensive plan.
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Photo A scene of egg counting survey and spreading a protective net over
eggs and caterpillars.

(D http://sky.geocities.jp/amb_akagi/akagihime/
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