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Sado Association for Conservation of Rice Paddies to Benefit Crested Ibis
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Association for Gosen Togeso
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Crested Ibis (Nipponia nippon ) Ninespine Stickleback ( Pungitius pungitius )
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On the Sado Island, people are

promoting building the island with a
rich natural environment where people
and the Crested Ibis can live in
harmony, by practicing agricultural
methods providing habitats for living
things, surveying living things in the
rice paddies and offering dietary
education.
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Fellow Farmers Formed ‘Sado Association
for Conservation of Rice Paddies to Benefit Crested Ibis’

The Togeso is a symbol of rich water,
aka Ninespine Stickleback, and its
protection must be combined with
local economic revitalization.

EESBICIENZEE BDEFLRE

Spreading agricultural techniques
for nurturing living things throughout in the island
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Forgotten Togeso and its recovery
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Local economic development using Togeso as a symbol
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The Crested Ibis population has been decreased due to
over-hunting and the degradation of their habitats. In 1981,
the last 5 remaining ibises were captured for protection
resulting in the extinction of the birds in the wild in Japan.
On the Sado Island where the last ibises survived in the
wild, the population in captivity have increased well by
artificial breeding since the first successful chick has
hatched in 1999, and 10 ibises were released in the wild in
2008.

The Crested Ibis catch their foods mostly in rice paddies. It
is important, therefore, to have rice paddies with a rich
variety of living things.The Association was formed in 2001
with the purpose of creating rice paddies in which living
things can reproduce themselves, so they will be available
for ibises in the future.
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The Association has been actively involved in organizing
study groups inviting instructors in this field, and in sending
study missions to the advanced area to creat better rice
paddies with rich living things. Also, the Association is
maintaining communications with its consumers through
surveys of living things and/or organizing weed removing
tours. Knowledge they have accumulated is referred to and
best used in the ‘Toki Brand Rice Certification System’
that was created by Sado City in 2008. Since the system
was created, all rice produced in Sado attracted attention
and was sold out, whereas in previous years, about 5,000
tons of Sado rice was not salable and left over.

This activity started by a small
group of farmers for promoting
feeding sites for the ibis is now
spreading throughout the island
under the Certified Rice System.
It is expected that a project to
increase living things in rice
paddies can also be economically
feasible.
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Togeso (Ninespine Stickleback as it is known in this region)
was abundant in the City of Gosen in the past. But it was
not edible and had nothing to do with people’s daily life,
so it was treated as miscellaneous fish. As irrigation canals
were covered with concrete and the overall environment
was changed, the fish gradually disappeared and was
forgotten. Ninespine Stickleback, academically considered
a survivor from the last glacial period, is a threatened fish
and can live only in a clean spring water with lots of
water grasses.

It was later rediscovered in 1996 and that prompted the
establishment of the Association for Gosen Togeso. The
members have been active in surveying the population of
Ninespine Stickleback, improving the ponds and canals for
better habitats for the fish, managing the water grasses,
implementing the experience and learning classes.

AR LTV DEDFHTIE. (/\Z b I IDREES
EHHET MEFEDER L ZERLTVEYT, ThER
DRZ VT« TEBEF T, ANZFZFZEFOTLL
TERELVLWEEZENS5TY, 1/\T hI3% NEK
DE| DRBELT, TEFER] BETSY FEmDRH
FHzmdr BRCBEORS EMEHOFEE LZE—FEL
TRV HADIRE 2 TVET, SBRETNSDEFD.
BENRICE > TEHILL TV T EDBRFENT T,

The Association for Gosen Togeso considers local economic
revitalization, combined with the protection of Ninespine
Stickleback, an endangered species, very important,
because we think it is very difficult to protect Ninespine
Stickleback by volunteer activities alone. A new effort has
begun to achieve that goal by making Ninespine
Stickleback as a symbol of ‘Home of Springs’, trying to
develop brand merchandizes such as ‘Togeso Rice’. It is
highly expected that these activities will help revitalization
with synergistic effects in the future.
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The efforts of branding Togeso Rice, mineral water, taros, etc., as the
benefits of ‘ Home of Springs’ , have begun.
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Consumers participate in a tour to remove weeds from rice paddies. It is a
great encouragement for the farmers to establish good relationship with
their customers.
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PhOtO  yested Ibis feed on small fish called loaches, frogs and small insects in the
rice paddies.

Photo

Ninespine Stickleback raising juveniles in the nest made in the water.
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